
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
December 9, 2020 
Virtual Meeting 
 
Attendees: 
Ramon Bueno – Commissioner 
Liz Galloway – Commissioner  
Eliza Johnston – Commissioner  
Aladdine Joroff – Nominated Commissioner  
Juliette Rooney-Varga – Commissioner 
Julie Wood – Commissioner   
Larry Yu –Commissioner 
Oliver Sellers-Garcia – (member ex-officio) Director of Office of Sustainability and 
Environment 
 

Review and adopt the minutes from the November 17, 2020 meeting 

 Approved unanimously 

Introductions and CEUCC background  

 Introductions by Commission and attendees 

Summary of pandemic/climate change working group  

“Hibernate mode”: how no/low occupancy in buildings can reduce carbon emissions 

 Spoke with Bob Ross on Monday he gave feedback on what he has underway and 

what projects might still need catalyzing. 

 Most buildings, including schools, have a few people in them frequently enough 

that they can’t be fully shut down. 

 Some electricity savings observed during COVID. 

 Having measurement system will help City be nimbler going forward. 

 There may be some lessons from COVID about possible future savings from 

implementing behavior changes. 

 Bob had not heard from commercial building owners looking for advice on 

building hibernation, but perhaps the City could proactively reach out with a brief 

information sheet. 

 Subgroup is still working on their write up. 

Shovel ready infrastructure projects for pandemic/economic recovery 



 Presented shovel ready write up which includes guiding principles for the City for 

selecting shovel ready projects and a list of potential shovel ready projects to 

prioritize. 

 Q: Should we talk to anyone at the City? A: Probably don’t need to at this point, 

recommendations look to be the right level to put out there.  

 Good to have a variety of projects (capital and job corps) in the event that any 

potential stimulus project has specific requirements or ties (like job creation). 

 Comments from Leigh: Suggest for adding some staff positions to the list: city 

garden care-taker, sustainability coordinator for the schools, enhance the Mayor’s 

summer program, funding for artistic programs focused around capturing loss 

caused by climate change. 

Equity-focused carbon pricing 

 Working group put together some guiding principle in a brief write up. 

 May be a good idea to start engaging City leaders on this topic in relatively near 

future to talk about how this might help with transportation emission reductions. 

 Lots of different ways to implement this type of thing, some very small scale 

options others more holistic and comprehensive so needs discussion to move 

forward.  

 Somerville may be a good pilot for an electric bike cargo delivery service. 

 Also still need to consider regional initiatives, regional contexts like state policy 

or legislation (e.g., TCI) 

 Burlington, VT is advancing carbon pricing initiative which could be good model. 

Burlington, VT just announced a “Building Electrification and Carbon Price 

Ordinance” that proposes two pathways for new construction: "In pathway one, a 

new building does not connect to fossil fuel infrastructure and, therefore, no 

further requirements apply during the permit process. In pathway two, the new 

building connects to fossil fuel infrastructure and, therefore, the owner would pay 

a 'building carbon fee' of $100 per ton of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent to the 

expected emissions for the first 10 years of building operation." 

 Denver, CO has instituted a small tax specific to funding their climate program 



 Comments from Leigh: City Charter is under review soon, can climate and equity 

be recognized in that process? The Cambridge Friends meeting members are 

calculating their own carbon footprint and making actual payments into a fund 

based on that could that be a model?   

 Subgroup’s goal to wrap up the write ups as soon as possible, have them complete 

before the next meeting 

New standing agenda items for 2020 CEUCC meetings: City updates and expert advice  

 One goal is to be able to think through a few topics that may benefit from 

Commissioner expertise, a second goal is to make the meetings less focused on 

Oliver just reporting and proving topics 

 Suggestion for new structure two standing topics per meeting, decide on them at 

the previous meeting so Commissioners can give it thought b/t meetings 

 Ask Oliver for updates in advance so he can prepare 

 Also group supports keeping practice of inviting outside speakers 

 Examples of possible topics: three year energy efficiency studies, and home rule 

petitions to ban new natural gas hook ups  

 Maybe some of the updates can be shared via sharing of reports /websites instead 

of in person updates 

 

 


